
Class Five: Revolution 

Cross as Liberation 

 

1. What is our problem? We are oppressed by institutions and systems that 

hold power for evil (leading back to original sin)  

2. What did Christ do on the cross? Christ revolted against the powers that be 

3. How did that address our problem? Christ liberated us for the Kingdom of 

Heaven  

 

A: Timeline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B: Key People/Terms 

 

Sanhedrin (literally “sitting together” → “assembly,” “council”)i 

• A court headed by the High Priest that dealt with civil and religious concerns 

• Each city had a lesser Sanhedrin for local matters; Jerusalem had the Great 

Sanhedrin (71 members) 

High Priestii  

• Highest religious authority as well as a political leader and spokesman 

because Jews were not self-governed 

• In Jesus’ day, appointed by the Roman prefect 

Annasiii  

• 1st High Priest of the Roman province of Judaea (6-15 AD) 

Caiaphasiv 

• Son-in-law of Annas; High Priest from 18-36 AD (longest during the NT) 
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• Concerned with keeping peace with Romans and dealing with zealots and 

Sicarii (who terrorized fellow Jews who opposed rebellion against Rome) 

Pontius Pilatev 

• Prefect of the Roman Province of Judaea (26-36 AD) – Samaria, Judea, and 

Idumea; Effectively a governor 

• Some military power, collected taxes, some judicial matters 

• Regularly mocked Jewish sensibilities and attacked those who protested 

Herod Antipater (called Antipas)vi 

• Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea (4 BC – 39 AD) – not a king 

• Son of Herod the Great – part Edomite, part Samaritan 

• More sensitive to Jewish tradition; petitioned Rome on the Jews’ behalf 

against Pilate 

 

C: Scapegoating 
vii 

René Girard, born 1923 – French literary critic and philosopherviii 

• Mimetic violence: humans want what others have by 

nature; when we cannot have it, we become violent 

• We form communities to be like one another, but can’t 

overcome our competitiveness → communities contain the 

seeds of their undoing 

• This violence/tension is eased through scapegoating innocent victims 

• Bible teaches us to see through this cycle; once unmasked, it does not hold 

power over us 

• Death on the cross shows this cycle for what it truly is  

• With God as the victim of our violence, we cannot ignore the evil of 

scapegoating or the false peace that it creates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E: Critique and Questions 

• Does understanding scapegoating make a difference? Is it enough to stop the 

problem and change the systems and structures in power? 

• Is this revelation enough for atonement?  

• What does it mean to say, “Christ died for our sins” under this theology? 

“You do not understand that it is better for you to 
have one man die for the people than to have the 

whole nation destroyed”  
(Caiaphas, John 11:50) 



 
i https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanhedrin 
ii https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Priest_of_Israel 
iii https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annas 
iv https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caiaphas 
v https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontius_Pilate 
vi https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_Antipas 
vii “Rene Girard during a colloquium in Paris ‘End of War and Terrorism,’” November 26, 2007 by Vicq. See 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ren%C3%A9_Girard.jpg 
viii William C. Placher. “How does Jesus Save?,” Christian Century 126, no. 11 (June 2, 2009), 

https://www.christiancentury.org/article/2009-06/how-does-jesus-save. 
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